Island Ford Campus

Island Ford Park is the headquarters of the Chattahoochee National Recreation Area. It is
located 3.3 miles away from the Dunwoody Nature Center at 8850 Roberts Drive in Sandy
Springs. We have partnered with Island Ford for over 10 years in offering camps to children
ages 9-13. At Island Ford, the campers have the opportunity to explore the Chattahoochee
River, canoe on the pond, hike the trails, and participate in activities and games that are best
suited for our older campers. We frequently hear from campers that their experience at
Island Ford is their favorite camp of the summer!

Junior Rangers
Junel1-5

Campers will get a taste of what Park Rangers do
as they become Junior Rangers! Using their
Junior Ranger booklet, campers will learn to safely
navigate in wilderness and explore the
ponds/watersheds of the area (including
canoeing) while discussing essential conservation
methods. They'll learn about native plants and
animals that inhabit the National Park and the
importance of the Chattahoochee River to the
local Native Americans. At the end of the week,
campers will receive their Junior Ranger badges
in a presentation led by the Rangers of the
Chattahoochee National Recreation Area.

Animal Adaptations
June 8 -12

The Island Ford Unit of the CRNRA is home to many North
Georgia animals, each with unique adaptations that help them
survive. Campers will explore the trails and waterways to find
signs of deer, rabbits, squirrels, raccoons, and more while
discovering how these creatures eat, move, and stay safe. They'll
also get an up-close look at skulls and furs to learn how different
features—Ilike teeth, feet, and camouflage - help wildlife thrive in
our region.




Water World
Junel15-19

The Island Ford Unit is located right along the Chattahoochee
River and is the headquarters for the Chattahoochee River
National Recreation Area. With this wonderful resource at their
fingertips, campers will spend the week enjoying and learning
about the value of the ‘hooch. Did you know Atlantans get their
drinking water from the Chattahoochee? Or that beavers,
herons and otters call the river home? Get your toes wet and
enjoy a week of all things WATER! This week will include field
trip excursions to other parks on 3 of the 5 days of camp
depending on the weather.

Scales and Slime
June 22 - 26

This week is all reptiles and amphibians at Island Ford!
The Chattahoochee River is home to many animals and
lots of reptiles and amphibians make their home in and
near the river. Georgia has about 170 species of frogs,
salamanders, crocodilians, lizards, snakes, and turtles.
We will learn about our local native species and
hopefully encounter some as well while we hike the
trails, paddle in the pond, explore the creeks and play
on the river this week.

Legends and Myths
July 6 -10

The Chattahoochee River area was historically home to Native
American Cherokee and Creek tribes. This week we will learn some
Native American legends and myths that have been

passed down over the ages. Island Ford has several rock outcrops
that likely provided shelter to native people. As we hike the trails,
we will discover these outcrops and spend some time learning
about the history of the area. We will also learn some foraging
skills as well as fire making. Native American also used sports
and games to prepare for battle and hunting so our campers will
play some of these games too!




Trekkers and Trailblazers
July 13 -17

This week is dedicated to that adventurer in all of us.
Campers will spend the week hiking, exploring, and
blazing at their own pace. They'll learn new ways to
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mentality. At the end of the week, they will put their newly-
learned skills to the test in an all-out, end-of-camp treasure

- , adventure as they navigate the trails safely, set up a fun
R and safe campsite, and experience the ‘Leave No Trace'
< % hunt!
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Birds of a Feather
July 20 - 24

Our campers will have a flappin’ great time learning about
birds! We have wonderful birds that call Island Ford Park
their home, including owls, crows, hawks, songbirds and
waterfowl. They'll explore Island Ford Park on their feet and
in canoes as they keep a keen eye out for feathered friends.
Campers will learn bird-watching techniques, bird songs,
bird biology and conservation through fun activities and
games.




