
 

 

Fourth and Fifth Grade Spring 2020 
 

Fourth and Fifth Grade Nature Activities 

Life Science Connections 

A fun way to remember 
the water cycle! 

Water Cycle in a Jar!  

Water Travels in a Cycle 

To the tune of “She’ll be coming 
around the Mountain” 

Water travels in a cycle, yes it does! 
Water travels in a cycle, yes it does! 
It goes up as evaporation, forms a 
cloud as condensation then comes 
down as precipitation, yes it does! 

You can observe the water cycle in action by making a terrarium!  

Water Cycle Song 

Layer the materials starting with the rocks, then the charcoal, place the screen 
piece if you have one next, and then add the soil. Finally place the plants in – this 
can be tricky, sometimes a long spoon helps with this or even chopsticks!  Now 
you can add the water – only add enough to moisten the soil, you do not want it 
completely soaked.  Screw the lid in place and put the jar out of direct sunlight.  If 
you left the jar out in the sun, the jar would act like a greenhouse and the air inside 
would heat up from the sun and be trapped, this would basically cook the plants 
inside.  

Now you can watch the water cycle in action – the water will condense on the 
sides of the jar and then precipitate by falling down the sides of the jar and from 
the lid back into the soil where it will evaporate up into the air and also travel 
through the plants through transpiration.  You will occasionally need to help 
regulate your terrarium by opening the lid to let it evaporate if it is too wet inside 
or add more water if it seems too dry.  Enjoy your terrarium! 

You will need the following materials: 

1. Plastic or glass jar with a lid – the size on this can vary, but two or three quart size 
is nice – like a large peanut butter jar. 

2. Enough small rocks and pebbles to fill an inch of the jar 

3. Activated charcoal (you can use charcoal for a grill broken up into small pieces, 
but not the kind with lighter fluid), about ¼ cup, this helps to keep mold and 
mildew from growing in your terrarium 

4. Piece of screen – this keeps the soil from falling into the charcoal and rock 
layer, helpful but this is optional 

5. Potting soil, or good garden soil from your yard, about 2 cups, should fill 
about half of the jar. 

6. Small plants and moss 

Page 3 answers: Mammals (A, C, D, G); Birds (B,E,I); Reptiles (F,H) 
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Food Chains – An Energy Cycle 
Producers – Consumers - Decomposers 

 Producers – Nature’s Foundation 

Plants are producers!  They use energy from the 
sun to grow and are in turn eaten by a wide 
variety of animals.  

Decomposers – Nature’s Recycle Center 

Fungi like these pictured below are powerhouses 
of decomposition!  They work hard to break 
down dead and decaying matter into nutrients 
that living things can use again and again.  There 
are thousands of different types of fungi – there 
are so many and they are such a unique living 
organism that they are a kingdom all their own! 

Consumers – Nature’s Munching Machines 

From the humble honeybee to the big brown bear - 
animals eat!  They get their energy from the 
producers and some consumers eat other consumers. 

Photo Credit San Diego Zoo 

Activity Challenge –  

Make a list of producers, 
consumers and 
decomposers that might 
live in your neighborhood 
or nearby park. Now think 
of a change that would 
affect them (weather, 
construction, other 
animals).  Write a story 
about your ideas. 
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HELP NEEDED - Sorting it Out! 
These classes of animals are all mixed up.  See if you can match the 
pictures to the class of animals based on similar characteristics.  

MAMMALS BIRDS REPTILES 

A. Fox Fur 

B. Hawk Wing 

C. Beaver Skull D. Fox Skull 

E. Hawk Skull 

F. Rattlesnake  

G. Beaver 

H. Alligator 

I. Owl Skull 

Answers on page one 

Activity Challenge: What other characteristics do mammals, birds and 
reptiles have? See if you can name more characteristics for each class of 
animals above.  Here’s a fun video to give you some ideas.                                    
https://youtu.be/BBJrRwa7Zjo 


