
A Peek at a Day at Dunwoody 
Nature Center Summer Camp

 Through the Eyes of a Child

10:10am
So cool! Just as we were standing at the 
wetlands overlook and watching the fish,  
we heard a bullfrog croak real loud, plop in 
the water and swim right past us! He was  
a big one, and he swam so fast!
10:30am
Sarah, Kael and I are on a team, and we are 
water scientists. We get to measure how 
deep the water is in different places, use our 
magnifying glass to look for organisms in 
the water, and determine the temperature 
of the creek at various depths. We make a 
good team because we all love experiments!
10:38am
Jack just found a crayfish!  Our teacher  
calls them crawdads. James thought it  
was a baby lobster. Actually, it does look 
like a baby lobster. Our teacher helped us 
put it in a magnifying jar so we can all look 
at it more closely without getting pinched.  
I DON’T want it to pinch me!

9:27am
“Mom, did you pack my water shoes, water 
bottle, and lunch? I know Jack and Elise are 
waiting for me.  I can’t wait to see what we 
are going to do today! Hey, there are my  
junior counselors to get me from carpool. 
Bye Mom! Have a good day. I know I will!”
9:45am
“Down by the bay, where the watermelons 
grow…..Did you ever see a whale with a  
polka dot tail…” I love when we sing this 
song! It is so funny! I have never seen a 
moose kissing a goose…
10:00am
We are off on our first hike of the day. We 
are going to walk the length of Wildcat 
Creek and see how if flows. I think it flows 
crooked, but James is sure it flows straight.  
We’ll see who is right.

10:42am
Our Junior Counselor just returned the 
crayfish back into the creek so he could be 
with his friends. She said the creek is his 
home.
10:50am
Our team just measured a place in creek 
that is more than 36 inches deep. It covered 
our whole yard measuring stick. I didn’t 
think there was anyplace that deep because 
most of the creek just covers my shoes. I’m 
going to remember this spot for later in the 
week for more exploring!

11:10am
Now it’s time for art.  We always have fun 
creating cool art projects. Our teacher gave 
us a coffee filter to color with markers. Then 
we get to spray water onto the coffee filter 
and see what the water does to the color 
…….. Wow! Look how the colors start to 
spread and meet and mix with each other. 
It looks just like that t-shirt Dad bought for 
me at that concert he went to.  My teacher 
says we are going to let the colorful coffee 
filters dry in sun and then make them into 
flowers. Maybe I can give the flower to 
Grandma …. or to Elise 
11:30am
Good thing it’s time for lunch. I have worked 
up quite an appetite. Ian just told me we 
get to eat lunch at the picnic tables at the 
playground. Yea! We can play around the 
playground when we finish eating. I am 
having so much fun!

“We are water scientists.”



11:58am
Mom packed me a really good lunch. Yum!  
We are going to build our own boats out of 
nature materials this afternoon. So we are 
all talking about what we want to gather 
and how we are going to make our boats.  
A lot of the others are going to use leaves 
or sticks, but I think maybe I will try bark…..
maybe I will make a bunch of different 
nature boats. Sarah wants to use her water 
bottle. Charlie told her that would be 
littering plus it’s not made from stuff from 
nature. She said her water bottle is made 
from plant materials. What will they think 
of next?!
12:15pm
Our teacher just had us count how many 
pieces of non recyclable trash pieces we 
had as we finished our lunch. Our number 
today was 6. Wow! That is way down from 
16 yesterday. I bet we can get to 0 by Friday.
12:50pm
Our junior counselors are so cool! It is so 
fun when they play games with us after 
lunch. I want to be a junior counselor at the 
Nature Center when I am a teenager.
1:00pm
Time for our hike to find our materials for 
our nature boats. I am going to collect a 
bunch of stuff so I have choices. But no 
rocks! We found out yesterday that rocks 
don’t float….ever!
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standing. And, we have a sponge and empty 
bucket in front of us. We have to try to 
move all of the water from the full bucket 
to the empty bucket with the sponge. This 
should be fun! I bet we’ll get pretty wet 
doing this one.
3:08pm
Girls win        Now it’s time to get the junior 
counselors wet …Let’s get  ‘em! Ha! Ha!

3:15pm
Our tye dye coffee filters  are dry from the 
evaporation (that’s a new word, too) caused 
by the sun. I am going to add a green pipe 
cleaner stem and my flower will be ready.
3:30pm 
Aw Mom…do I have to go home already?  
I just got here…
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1:12pm
Liam has such good eyes. He just spotted 
two snakes on the stick pile under the 
Treehouse. They are the same color as 
the sticks. I don’t know how he saw them. 
My teacher said they are Midland Water 
Snakes and not venomous. Even though 
they are copper colored, they are not 
copperheads like we all think they are. I can’t 
wait to tell my friends that all copper colored 
snakes are not venomous after all. Our teacher 
told us to always be cautious around all 
snakes. We can look as much we want, but we 
shouldn’t ever approach them as the snake 
may feel threatened by our movements. I’m 
going to tell Dad all about this. I don’t think 
Mom will want hear about it, though.
1:30pm
We put all of our materials out on the picnic 
tables to share as we build our boats now. 
We have leaves, sticks, bark, flowers,  
glue, straws, and tape. Everyone is so busy 
building and creating.  
2:00pm
Time to launch our boats. Yea! I bet my boat 
goes the farthest, but Rebecca has a pretty 
good one that she made by layering the 
magnolia leaves.
2:05pm
Oh man… the first one sunk. I didn’t think 
about the fast water coming up over the 
sides. I guess that’s what happens to real 
boats that are too light for the current.  
Maybe I should add a little weight and  
higher side panels.
2:20pm
Look how many of our boats are stuck in  
the whirlpool once they got through the  
waterfall! We are going to have to figure  
out a way to engineer something to get 
rid of the whirlpool and direct the boats 
downstream.
2:35pm 
Success! The bark boat went the farthest 
just like I thought. It has just the right 
amount of buoyancy (that‘s a new word  
my teacher taught us today!).
2:45pm
Time for a snack and big drink of water. I am 
having so much fun that I just forget how 
hungry I can get! Our teacher said we are 
going to make our snack tomorrow and eat 
it! Awesome! Wonder what it will be?  
3:00pm
So now we are playing a water bucket game.  
We split up in to the girls versus the boys 
teams.  We have a full bucket of water 
across the meadow from where we are 

See you  
next time!


